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avid Asper has saved the entire world—at least by Talmuodic standards, For
according to rabhinical teachings, sme whis saves even a saingle lile, is considerad as if he

sarvied s entive woedd, Althouph Asper couldn't save the Iife of murder and mpe victim

Crail Milker, he did save the life of the wrongly convicred man whe had served 23 years inprison
fior i crime be didn't commir.

In 1986, a closed case was plopped on Asper’s desk for review just one week after the vung
nsociare begany practicing criminal law ot the Winnipeg kw firm of Wolch, Pinx, Tapper,
Scisrfreld. It was the 1969 case of Drasid Milgaard, a young hippie who at the age of Léwas fisuid
pudley of mardering and raping a 20-year-old woman during a holiday he was taking with theee
friends in Saskacoom, Canada. Milzasrd had alrendy served 18 veass, consistently professing mno-
cence and jeopardizing every chance of pancle, when Asper firg opened his file. His family had

abwaye beleved (n him

and wallied marional suppoe to re-open Milmands cose. The Canadian
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unimaginable nightmars, one from which he eried o escape many times—by “flecing the coop”
anil attempring suicide
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David Asper, who was 27 years old a
the time, son of hillionaire media el
[srael Asper of CanWest Global, protably
had every resson to be apathetic o the
plight of & prisoner whese 1B-yvenr-old case
seerned a dead end, and w g case which ha
o boes didn't even make time to keok ot
mnitially, Bur when Asper reviewad the
cise something hit him: chings just
didn't seem mght. He drove o the
penitentiary to meer with Milzaard
and askedd him a simple Cuestic,
“Did v do it™ When S gsand
plesidad innocence, Asper embarked
o what becarme a six-year CHmpaign
involving hundreds of hours
ahour $1 milllion worth of free legal
services  rthar  culminared i
Milgaard's liberation

Asper spumed on the media,
who themselves bronghe forth new
evidence in dhe case, With the assis-
tance of public pressure, o dedicaned
beaml team, and the tireles effors of
Milgaard's
refernid to on Himd Copy s the

mother—whe  was

"gumshoe mom” —Asper fmally suc-
cended In reopening the case and
bringerw it before the Supreme Courr
of Canada, He exposed contradicton

evidence fromm withesses, confessions

Fry wirmuesses of police coercion, DNA

evidence, and the name of the alleoed el
suspect—a man named Lasry Fisher, 3 cone
wicted serial mpist who lved in the sme
house thar Milgaasd e visiced eheat fanedul
night. Testimony from Fisher's wife, peo
tessing her belief thar her hushand was
imvolved in the murder and dhst she had

natticed o knife mnssimg from their kinchen

thee nighi the youne mrl's chaosie was shashwed,
had been ignored by police. In [992, after
25 vears, -I'-Iil",-_'-\.'l ird wars cacodten] by his

tarmily and his smomey o liberty, and 1o life

T Wi quite @ bear for such o younge man
whea saidd thit his fless vear in liw school
wits hell on earth. 0 spene o bt of rime
an the phone with my family thar firse
vean, Asper confesses. “They had o con.
VINCE [ to sy
Asper says that he was forurate thar
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sell and coald relare to b brucal the finst
year could be, especially for wandering
mitids, 8 characreristic thar both fathes
amd son shared. Bur there was pnother
Asper rain that spurted him on persis.
tence. David Asper seuck with his srudies

at California Westermn Schoal of Law and

|'"r his second year, he was -.'*:-:'1'||_|'||. ard

Seated; Gail Asper
tanding {1); Leonard and David ASDET

He clerked ar
' I' |.1'. |."'~-.II'I.ZI
Handier, a5 well us ar his farhier's fommer
law firn Buchwald, Asper & Henreleff,
After praduating from law whool in the
Asper

nadian b equivalency cousse of smuds
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the Mew York L firm Sch

Seales, underwent g

Urited

L3
at the University of Manirobi and con.

cetitmated on corporate @nd commercial
Liwe, Alehwigh his father wamred his G0 B
sty in commercial biw, David opted fi
crmienil lvw, an ane ;|'|_|r wonald give Rim

RIS OPPOITUnity 1o @0 W court and to

take on injustices carried our by the Stage
“The 5 can be a hig bully" Asper
declares, “I thowg

and shill to serve the needs of poe, hielp-

hit | had enowssh ral

li=ss, innecent poople who ane et
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Asper was right abour his own mlent
mnd. skill, for he not only likemied [bvid
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Mlalgaand, bu also e open the whole jssw
of wongful convictions in Camads and
forced & reecamination of the cuent system
It 15 o wamder thoe Asper geatly admines
amormeys such o Barmy Scheck and Alun
Dershimvitz, two advocates who he &ivs hive
it el servser of mission and purpose and have
the: e mo ke om hig PR

Asper’s legal mph in the
5 Milgard case mee only earmed him
k& prominence nd sedt-mktillmenr, n
g also eamed him a Harley Deavickon
medor cycle As o young arkomey,
t Asper used oo drive up 1o the peni-

CIAFECY i

£ tentiary o visit Milgznd on @ motor
£ cycle. Milgaand wos always amised by
Lavkls memans of manspormation and
promised the yomg advocne thag i
his mnocence wis proven, he would
by Asper n Harley with the cinmpen-
sation money.  Asper sns hell neser
fomeet e smile on Milmard’s fuc
when he was standing st the dealer
shig et 0 the bike, which Miland
i, as promibsed,  buy dor him afte
moovering 310 million for hi

wrotighul convicrion cee

avid Awper wis bom in

Weinnipey. Canada in 1958

He is 44 yvears ald and the
eldest of theee siblings. He describs
himsell a5 somesne with expansive i
ard socinl experiences, whe was the nd
of his

wiat my brother s sister dhowld nor &

arily, 1 was the mail blaer as 1

Asper reveals, "And if thery would &
howr nioe to et canighr.”
£ trails he

the dirt hike and bright ornee helmet

& e 1
Uhna il thy ™ was with

Boughe before be was of lepl aoe. He had

pranied for dhwe bike wich the remainder of his
|"-tr murzviak money atter J,.“.,a_,": el
it 1o lsrae]

Keeping curfew wis ancther proflem
for Dawicl, IF bee was tald to be hame ar 11
pom., he'd] be home at | 2,30 aan, Todin, a5

i hushand and a father of his

kids, David cm'y help but |z
ppreciare what hie put his own parenes
through, especially when he loaks ar his
cidest son, Daniel, who is exactly il

hiim, “Thar is the circle of life,” he add



continuity

“I've learned from my mother and father that it's not enough to
just take up space in this world. When you look back at your life and read the
book of your life, you have to matter both professionally and philanthropically.”

But if Dovid Asper gave his parents a
bit of a hard time s a kid, he was pur
through a hard time himself, Asper’s father
had gone into poliics just abour the time
Dhavid was bar mitrvah. His fathess promi-
nence put the whole family in the spotlight
and kids ar school started o pick on Diavid
in & SErious wiy.

| smred to feel my share of anr-
semitism ar around the age of 12 or 15"
Asper reconmits. “In was an insidious attack,
A lor of it was bemg promoted by polirical
opponents in the newspapers and the
maedin” The provocations wene so bad that
Asper couldn’t concentrare on his sudies
and chanped schools o few times until he
coukd bear it mo Jomger and actually dropped
out for a while. 1 remernber hearing, “You
dirry Jew' im seventh grade,” Asper recalls
e went right through my soul. 1 could really
feed the pain. [ didn't dwell on it, bat [
absorbed it and ook i personally.”

Deavid firually foumed refuge on Vismcowver
leland where he was just able to ke himself
- and wasn't subject to who his family was,

espite the difficult presames of
youth, David has emerped success-
pully i life just a5 a piece of coal
ﬂmnding the pressumes of the earth
- emerpes a5 3 dismond. He has a stoong chas-
acter and radiant personality. He believes
that his personalivy & an amalgam of his life
- expericnoes. He says thar ke has been able
0 pocomplish 2 kot hecauss he has alwns
been ready to be a rbble-rouser. Although
be no Jonger stirs the political pot as a
lawnyer, he continues todo so in his positions
at ConWes Glokal Communications
Carp., the media empire his father started.
There he serves as executive vice-president,
ehairman of the Publicaticns Committee of
the board of directors and co-chair of the
lian Media Integration Team.
In March 2001, David tock issue with
media ard ather deresctons of Canadian

Prime Mimister Jesm Chnestién for continually
arracking the leader withour backing up alle-
gaions made againar him. Asper wrote the
follorwing editorial in the Nabonal Pose:
“This newspaper and others across
Cancada have had a remarkably undsir go at
the Prire Misster. . .the redia's coverage of
the socusations aminst the Prime Minkser
iz crossed a line char delineates solid mrves-
tigative reporting from adjective driven
imrruendho. The time s now bong overdue for
Mr. Chiretien’s accusers to ‘put up or shut up,
with Eacts and hard evidence.™
Agpers column was artacked by news-
rooms and consenatives across the country,
Asper welcomes the criticism, which cer-
rainky didn't end with that issue. He says
thet as owrers of newspapers neither he noe
his Family is trying to mke people think like
thiem, bur rather they are taking full sdvan-
tape of a democracy where conroversy and
open discusdon ane aopposed 1o ke s ap-
porting tenets, IF they publish their oppo-
pents’ positions, David's father, =y Asper
rightly asks, “Is there freedom of speech for
everyone but the owner of a newspaper ™
In his positions ar Can'West Gilobal,
Iavid owversees the edinorial content of all
the compamy® newspapers and the content
sharing across different meckia plagforms
auch as TV, radio, on-line and print. He alsc
owversees the edirorial content om Glohal
Television Metwork and in particular
Canada’s number one weekly public affairs
show, Gilohal Sunday, He & also the man-
apring dhirector of Creswin Properties, a pri-
vate real estate emterprise of the Asper
family that predominantly acquines and
develops shopping centers, He additonally
sits o several boards including The Canada
West Foundation, the Asper Foundarion,
and is director and past chainman of the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers Football Chib.
Agper says thar on moer days he oves
what he does. "There are days thar [ don't
kowve what [ do,” be achmies. "Bt the Jessom is
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if the good diys oubweigh the bad davs then
[ shonsdd b= eomtent. 've had ko lesm thae”

Ifs debarable, however, how happy
Ui will be over the nest few months as
his very fit and athleric wife, whao iz abo a
bisincsswoman and a personal trainer,
trains him for an upecming halfmarathon.
A step one, she’s trying to pee him to stop
smoking, somewhat unsuccessfully, The
couple has purchased a countdown clock
and is prepping for the big day.

Bur i the marathon has plotsted an
exact munning course for David Asper, his
life course is mot so cermain. He is plagued
with the same character trait as his father,
the need 10 keep accomplshing moee and
finding the unknosn varable thar will
lead to self-fulfillment. Davicds father often
comypares him o Pippin in the Stephen
Schwartz play where the young character,
son of the Roman Emperor Charlemagne,
constantly seeks to find himsel.

David admins that he does not know
what 1.w_1|,|||,;| nlal:e It feel self-fulfilled. He
has often contemplated going back into
law which he regards as a mission, mot a
professaon. He tells how his mother had
tremendoes insght when she gave him a
birthedsy card when he was 11 years old in
which she quoted Shakespeare’s Homde
aned wrote, "To thine cam self be moe.”

This  seli-driven, funny, warm,
charming man says that it & uncharacter-
tatle of him o admit that he has leamed
frenn his parens, but concedes that he s old
enough to fess up. “Tve leamed from my
mather and father that s not enough 1o
jusst take up space in this world,” Asper says.
“When you look heck at your life and read
the hook of your life, you have to marmer
hoch professionally and philanthropically.”

And as David Asper pursues his
auest, perhaps it is symbolic thar he claims
that his wrist watches are always funming
fast. He may not be munning quite as
behind as be thinks. Wt |



