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Ruth"Babs Asper

by Aliza Davidovit the \@l

wy say that behind every preat man there i5 a great womarn. Indeed, behind lsrael Asper, chairman of Can'West

Gilabal Communications Comp,, t

ere s @ great woman. Par what meakes his wife Pakbs greater than moss women & that she refuses

1o take any credit for her huskand's accomplishments. She s the kind of person who would never say, “If it wasn't for me...." In
fact, she savs thar her hush and s hiis «

v mian and that frankly he would have achieved succes even without Fier.

But iff Fals Asper Is modest about expressing her rale in the Asper farndly and her hisband's achievemenits, her children are nost
short of praise for her. "Our mother is the glue thar holds this family together,” says Gail Asper. "My father is very eclecric and kept us
all on cur toes, bur my mother was firmly growmded and was the voce |

f saniry” All the sblings express exactly the same senriment.
Babs was always the anchor of the family, while their very ambitious father was sailing the stormy sess o success.

Leorard Asper relates bow his Father used to always jokingly say that their mother gets them for the fiess 15 yvears of their lives and
that he would ger them for the nexr 18 years, 5o in those easly formarive years, it was impaoreant for Babs to teach her children the value

o things in life. Leomard remembers gring grocery shopping with his mother as a young boy amd honw she would always coosscheck the
Prices between brands in 2 concerted effore to teach hio the value of o

ey, *1n our howse nothing came for free,” Leonard recalls. “Ohar
MEns didn't give us money just becase they had it. There was no reward uniless you camed ie.” He savs that be is delighred that he
18 Fised that way becase today he appreciaes evervthing that he his and possesses the confidence thar goes along with eamning what

€ has atrained. He also remembers how his mother wouldn't ler him our of the house o play hockey until he pracriced his piano, ]
A etemally prateful o her for that too,” he adds.
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uking menschen ot of her children

was always parmmount for Ruth

Asper, nicknamed Babs, Her son
Diavid recalls thar as young boy, by the time
he had received his drivers license, he had
already accumulated several traffic viola-
tions for driving a dir bike before he was of
legil sge. When the judge winted m ler
him off the hook for those violations
becose allin-all he was good kid, David
tells how his mother stood up and sarred
relling off the judge for even comsidering
such leniency. “As far as my Mom was con-
cemed, T deserved capital punishment,”
David jokingly tells Lifeseles, Mes. Asper
says that her kids have been very formunase
in life and thar she was derermimed 1 instill
in them a sense of respomsibiliny.

Babs and Izy Asper were married in
1956 It was Babs who supported them
while her young groom was still in kaw
school. She worked in her fathers manuiic.
turing plant s the office manager until hee
first son, Diavid, wits bom. While raising her
family, Babs became very actively involved
in the community and volunreered much of
her time 10 worthwhile causes, sich as the
Jewish Federation, Jewish educaticer, hos-
pital boards and the Winnipeg Jewish
Commanity Council

Giving back 1o the community and
soCiety is a very important value i the
Asper houschold. “We have been very
blessed m our fives andd o always have o
remember thar ad help others wherever
¥ou can,” M. Asper says. “Ie's been a gen-
erationad thing that we've lsmmed from cur
parents and passed co oo our children,”

Although Babs Asper give up managing
heer Eather's odfice, dhe never sopped being a
manger: Diavid Asper calls her the munager
of the Asper family “My father had his
dreams and wild aspinsticns ind she kaew she
W ging 1o be a part of thar,” Devid says. “n
many ways she made it possible foe him. My
father was using our house 2 a welcoming
point dor his memy caseers, O house was
abways fillad with very inteTesting pecple. My
mother was the one manayang everything, "

David goes on -t say that his mether
really underestimates the mole she plaved
when she married t:ﬁl .ﬂEper and |:l:'bl.l£l.'|l'
i his vision. Babs does say that she knew
that her husband would be successul in
something very hig and imporiant,
although she never antieipated the finan-
cial success they have achieved, 1 always

krsews he was nor going to be a small man,”
Mirs. Asper telle "He always drsamed big
dreams. We've come a long way mogether.”

Leoriend Asper srys that his mather has
also always been o very good "BS” detecine
Although he says his dad never pot snook-
ered by anyone, his mother had especially
good antennae w0 know who was genuine
and who was less than trustwordhy, She
always knew who to keep at asm’s length m
peotect her bushand and ber family

abs and Tsrael Asper fist mer ar g

friend’s party when they were

teenagers, Bahs remembers going
home that night, aged 14, and writthy in
her diary: *I met & new boy. His name is Ly
Asper. Oh, deie Diary, why sren't there Y
interesting boys aroumd here™ Bur a few
vears [ater the couple was destined e mect
again &t the Hillel student organization on
campus at the University of Manitoba
whese the Aspers forped thedr fong-lasting
prrtnership of 46 years,

"I was shon, and she was the only
person of the epposite sex who was shomee”
bry Asper jokes. He continues 1o Jest by
saying thar what solidified their relationship
was thae Babs was the caly girl he knew who
had a koag-playing meond plaer, 2 well as
recond of Dave Brubeck, one of the mest
well-known jaz planises of all fime. I=y
Asper says that they acnally nished i
marriage s that they could go away tmgether
0 see & Brubeck concent in San Francisco,
Un a s sedare note, he sy thar Babs was
the only woman wha shared the same inter-
ests a5 him. Babs says thar they had mutual
triends who were always trying to get her and
Ly o g o Then one year when L=y was
direcring the school vaniety show in which
Babs was also Invebved, the two stared b0 et
very chose, "He had such endearing quali-
ties,” Babs tells. “He was fin ani interesting,”

Bals says thar the couple was als
drawn together because of their interests in
Jewish causes, Because of her strong Zionist
upbringing, Babs finds the ignornce of
young Jews today painful and disastrous.
lved throwls the perod leading to che
establishment of the State of Israel and i
wis 0ot something that we sook for
granired,” she says. “Today's kids rake |t for
wrnted and don't realize how fragile the
whaole sstuation 5.

She feels that the whale Jewish educa-
tional system is remiss in peoperty edhicating

m'ﬁah:;ummn

Voumgsters 0 make a stong cae for the
Jewish Stare. Bur if the school system has
Fadled] Jervish kicls, Raks arud lsmel Asper have
ot faihed their own kids or grandchildren.
The Aspers hive emphisized the imporTance
of the Jewish homeland and Jewish hisory
and are making sure their children and grand-
children have the eduration and kriwdedpe
tudl.‘.ﬁu‘uld‘r:lrbi.n‘hﬁunrd:hrnmﬂ:
Staate of Esrael The Aspes Foundation has also
taken om the resporsbillity of educating the
new generation of Jews by setming up pro-
gramming and trps thar borh instill recuriste
informarion ad genere pesdtive feelings
roward their [ewtsh herimge.

hen speaking with Pabs Asper one
cannot help bur fioed 5 sence of
watmth,  protectiveness  and
sncolrgerent, & if she & your very own
maother It seems hand 1o believe thar a
woman of her social stare 45 50 down o
earth, friendly and concemed about others.
Shee says thar her self-confidence is the reaylt
of a very warm, encouraging home where
lowe wiss unequivocal; a home where she was
tmughr to be independent and srong, Unil
this very day she has no compuncricns ahour
sing eoa movie oF a play by berself, Even o
a youmg pirl, she says that if she didn't have
a dhate she would ghadly g oue with her par-
ents. [t was quite amusing to find our dh
this elegant billiorsiness was sven tasighe by
her father how to change her own tire.,
This no-nonsense, but very sweet
srandmaother of cight had e stop and thisk
before answering whether she or her hus-
band have changed over the years, Then
she jokingly replies, “Its been 46 vears. |
had to remember what we were like then.”
Bur the answes is ultimately no, "We have
not changed,” she sps. “How can you
forger wheee wou came From ™
If Babs Asper is relucrant to come for-
ward and claim she & the srong woman
behind the scenes, thae humility serves even
MO 66 3 testament to her srength, With
her partnership, her hushand emerged ¢ a
voung man from the ol fields of
Winnipeg to the summit of corporate and
human success. Her three grown children,
David, Gail and Leonard, are accomplished
attomeys in their own right; they are «ak
wart Zionkss, preat philainthopists and
unquestionable menschen. Mrs. Asper docs
not aeed o say o word—the produces of her
Eabor speak for themsebves (el




